Whoever keeps the word of Christ,
the love of God is truly perfected in him.
( 1 John 2:5 )

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
To be perfect as God is perfect requires us to surpass mere
observance of the commandments of the Law. Jesus means what he
says: "Surpass the Law and love your enemies." The commandment
of Jesus with which today's Holy Gospel ends is a bit shocking: "So
be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect." Surely Jesus asks
too much here. No human being can be perfect in the way that God
is perfect. The shock of this commandment is intensified by what
has come before it----some of Jesus' most demanding teachings such
as not retaliating when attacked, giving to those who ask, and loving
our enemies. How could any person possibly be perfect in doing
these things? We may fail in living out Jesus' teachings perfectly,
but we will surely fail to live them out at all if we decide beforehand
that they are impossible.
We have had to borrow from our Foundation yet again to
pay off all of our various obligations to the diocese and stay current
with our creditors. Please help us lower the debt to the Foundation.
It is listed in the bulletin each week. At least we owe ourselves at
this point and not much outside of the parish, except for the
continuing elevator payments. These payments are about $9,000.00
per month. Your continued sacrifices to pay off this debt is also
greatly appreciated. Your generosity allows us to continue our
mission to be present and to lead others to Christ.
Lent is right around the corner. Start making your Lent
resolutions so you will be ready for Ash Wednesday, which is
March 1st. We will again be having our wonderful Fish Fry suppers
with the first Friday of Lent, March 3rd.
Let us pray for peace in our world and harmony among all
peoples. May the Lord be with you all and bless you!

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
FEBRUARY 18 TO FEBRUARY 26
TIMES FOR EUCHARIST AND INTENTIONS

SAT
18
SUN
19

4:00PM +Mel Coppi
6:00PM Spanish Mass
8:30AM
10:30AM

+Anna & Dominic Nguyen
Parish & Benefactors

MON
20
12:00PM

+Dorothy & Joe Kovacevich

TUE
21

+Maria Quitugua

12:00PM

WED
22
12:00PM +Friends/Benefactors of Franciscan Sisters FEHJ
THU
23

12:00PM

+Lawrence & Dolores Leporte

FRI
24

12:00PM

Intentions of Deacon Joel Schmidt & Family

SAT
25

9:00AM

+Joseph & Mary Nguyen

Sincerely yours in Christ,

——— — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
(Vigil Mass)
4:00PM Intentions of Robert & Donna Marasco

Pastor

SUN
26
ELEVATOR FUND
Current Donations………..…$ 581,188,43
Goal…………...……….……$ 800,000.00

Annual Diocesan Appeal: ADA for 2016, less outstanding pledges, was
paid off by a loan from our Foundation.

8:30AM
10:30AM
10:30AM

+Maria Sa Dinh
Parish & Benefactors
“Rite of Sending”

THE BASILICA OF ST. JOHN STREAMING ONLINE:
www.YouTube.com/BasilicaStJohn
http://basilica.churchcastonline.com (live from your computer)

PRAYER CHAIN: Do you know someone who is in need of prayer?
DEBT OWED TO THE BASILICA OF ST. JOHN FOUNDATION: $30,869.00.
Please help us reduce this!

If you have not yet turned in your child’s
Baptismal Certificate please do so ASAP. You can
bring it to class on Wednesday or drop it off at
the parish office. It is Diocesan Policy that we
have a current copy of the Baptismal Certificate
or the Sacrament can not take place.

The Basilica Prayer Chain can help. To request prayers email Deacon
Luke Tieskoetter at tieskoetterluke3@gmail.com or Terri at 321-2743
or sinc2@aol.com.

CATECHISM CORNER:
Question:

What are the names
of the Holy Spirit?
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
(Look for the answer in next weeks bulletin.)

The Basilica of St. John
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 19, 2017
YOUR PARISH THIS WEEK
FEBRUARY 20 THRU FEBRUARY 26
MON
20
TUE
21

9:00AM

Adoration Begins@

10:00AM Boy’s Youth Choir+++
1:00PM Youth Choir+++
7:00PM RCIA##

WED 9:00AM Adoration Begins@
22
9:15AM Bible Study+
9:30AM Pre K Religious Ed.**
6:15PM Religious Ed.**
THU
23

8:00AM Organ Practice+++
6:30PM Adult Faith Class+
6:00PM Bell Choir+++
7:00PM Choir+++

FRI
24

9:00AM

SAT
25

8:30AM Chaplet of Divine Mercy
9:45AM Church Tour
10:00AM Organ Practice
10:00AM School Room 104 in use**
1:00PM Baptism##

SUN
26

9:00AM Vietnamese Prayer Group+
12:00PM Divine Mercy Meeting+

Adoration Begins@

SIGN INDICATORS
+++ = Choir Loft; ** = School; @ = Chapel; * = Rectory
+ = Church Hall; ## = Church; %=Conference Room;
(N)= (North Hall); (S)=(South Hall)
Daily Scripture Readings for the week of February 20, 2017:
Monday
Sir 1:1-10; Mk 9:14-29
Tuesday:
Sir 2:1-11; Mk 9:30-37
Wednesday: 1 Pt 5:1-4; Mt 16:13-19
Thursday: Sir 5:1-8; Mk 9:41-50
Friday:
Sir 6:5-17; Mk 10:1-12
Saturday: Sir 17:1-15; Mk 10:13-16
Sunday:
Is 49:14-15; 1 Cor 4:1-5; Mt 6:24-34

PREGNANT?
NEED
HELP? CALL: InnerVisions HealthCare, Des
Moines:
515-440-2273;
Or
go
to:
Innervisionshealthcare.org
LIFELINES:

Respect
Life

HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL: Registration for the 2017-18 school year
opens to new Catholic families on Thursday, February 23. Please
contact the school office for more information.
FOUNDATION NOTES: Recently, a member of our parish
amended his will during a routine estate planning meeting. It
stated that …. “….prior to any distribution of proceeds to his heirs,
5% of the estate would be directed to the Basilica of St. John Foundation…”
He stated that five percent would hardly be missed by any of the will’s
beneficiaries.
SUPPORTIVE CARE IOWA: The Iowa bishops’ “Supportive Care Iowa”
project is available to help people seeking guidance on making decisions
about end-of-life health care that is aligned with Catholic values. Often we
cannot foresee situations that will arise in regard to our health. Therefore it
may be important, in advance, to choose a person who knows us and can
speak on our behalf if we are not capable of doing so. There are now trained
volunteers, called “Catholic Advanced Care Planning Consultants,” that can
help individuals with the completion of documents that designate another
person with power of attorney for health care in the event of incapacity. It is
our parish’s goal to help Catholics have these faith-filled discussions with
friends and family in advance of a crisis and to provide guidance in
completing advance directive forms in alignment with Catholic moral
principles. This service is available without charge. Please contact the parish
office (515-244-3101, ext 0) if you are interested in this service.
AROUND THE DIOCESE
Catholic Women’s Conference, The Promise of My Father: Register now for
the 2017 Catholic Women’s Conference being held Saturday, February 25th at
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church. The program begins at 9:00am, preceded
by Mass, and Rosary at 7:00am. Don’t miss this all-day event focused on the
Holy Spirit. Three amazing speakers; keynote speaker Father Cedric, world
renowned speaker Barbara Heil, and Andy LaValee who will give a talk
on prayer and fasting. The cost is $30 per person and it includes lunch. This is a
wonderful opportunity to grow in your faith and to invite a friend. Consider
buying a ticket for someone else! Register Now at IowaCatholicRadio.com, visit
us on Facebook or call (515) 223-1150.
Dowling Catholic High School Cheerleading & Dance Team Tryouts: All
incoming Freshmen and current students are welcome to try-out for the 20172018 Cheerleading Squads and Dance Team. An informational meeting for
parents and interested students will be FEBRUARY 23rd at 6:30pm, DCHS
CAFETERIA. Get involved-show your school spirit! Questions? Call the Athletic
Dept. 222-1010.
Retreat: Christ the King is hosting a healing retreat for any couple who has
experienced any type of pregnancy or infant loss on Saturday, March 11, 2017.
The retreat will run from 9am-4pm (a light breakfast and lunch are provided) and
is located in the Parish Pastoral Center, 820 Porter Ave, Des Moines. Childcare is
available! There is no cost for the retreat. To register contact Deacon Joel
Schmidt at schmidt.joel@gmail.com.
Job Openings: The diocese is looking for a Vocations administrative assistant
and a director of Youth And Young Adult Ministry. Go to the diocesan website
for details: dmdiocese.org/diocesan-job-openings.cfm

